








Landscape and land use




Landscapes are complex mosaics of abiotic and
biotic elements. Factors such as climate, relief,
soils, bedrock, vegetation, animals and human
activities are crucial for an understanding of
environmental changes and the usability of
different landscapes.

However, inappropriate interaction with the
dynamics of landscapes, particularly in arid
environments, often produces ecological change

and results in environmental destruction and
further problems in survival. This chapter high-
lights some methods of landscape ascertainment
and presents case studies of land use, based on
interdisciplinary field and archive studies as
well as remote sensing techniques. Finally, some
contributions show how recent natural and his-
torical landscapes can be managed and treated
with respect or protected for future generations.




